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Review by Annabel James
This splendidly Gothic retelling of the fairytales of the Brothers Grimm could not have been better suited to the cavernous lair that is the Jekyll and Hyde. As audience members watched from the batlike leather wings of the booths, Anna Lehr and Lousia Thornton brought to life seven of the Tales in full pre-Disney splendour, replete with scatological humour, sexuality and violence.

It was a lesson in the art of storytelling: both Lehr and Thornton possessed an excellent vocal range and used pacing and pause to maximum effect. Between the two of them they inhabited the voices of handfuls of characters and the narrator without ever losing clarity. They instilled each tale with a humour reminiscent of Angela Carter’s Bloody Chamber: Little Red Cap smiles knowingly as she lets the wolf try some of her ‘cake’. Above all, they managed to retain a suggested presence of the over-arching storyteller, whose self-conscious weaving of the tales is betrayed in a carefully measured phrase, or a sarcastic smile at a member of the audience.

Their physical expression was equally skilful, with Lehr in particular full of artful poise as she used gesture to differentiate between one tale and the next. The performers’ vibrantly painted faces seemed to change colour under the lights, looking wonderfully bloodstained as they regaled us with a particularly gory detail. They were especially good at expressing the changing objects into which the children transformed in ‘Fundevogel’. At other points, Lehr beautifully evoked the flight of a bird and Thornton became a snapping duck which elicited plenty of laughter from the audience.

I was thoroughly taken aback by how much I enjoyed this show, easily the best thing I have seen in the Free Fringe. Lehr and Thornton took their final bows to thunderous applause, and it was totally deserved.
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